
I-215 breaks ground, ‘50s style 
 
The widening of Interstate 215 through 
San Bernardino is officially underway! In 
a ceremony reminiscent of the 1950s, 
more than 100 dignitaries, community 
members and project partners broke 
ground at the southwest corner of 5th 
Street and H Street on February 2. 
Classic cars lined the red carpet 
entrance, and San Bernardino High 
School’s Jr. ROTC and Swing Club made 
the event both formal and fun. Mayor 
Pat Morris served as the master of 
ceremonies, but couldn’t resist a dance 
or two with the Swing Club members. 
 

Ceremony Speakers … At the 
podium were Senator Gloria Negrete 
McLeod, Assemblymember Wilmer 
Amina Carter, San Bernardino County 
Fifth District Supervisor Josie Gonzales, 
San Bernardino Associated 
Governments (SANBAG) President and 
Third District Supervisor Dennis 
Hansberger, Caltrans Chief Deputy 
Director Randell Iwasaki, and SANBAG 
Executive Director Tony Grasso. 
 

Project Partners and Costs … The 
widening of I-215 is a major project for 
SANBAG, which is the lead agency for 
the 5th Street bridge widening and for 
freeway segments north of Rialto 
Avenue. Caltrans will be the lead for the 
freeway segment between Orange Show 
Road and Rialto Avenue. The project  

 
 

will cost about $700 million from 
federal, state and local funds, including 
Measure I, the half-cent sales tax for 
transportation improvements in  
San Bernardino County. The Federal 
Highway Administration and the City 
of San Bernardino are other project 
partners. 
 
Project Benefits … Although 
visitors celebrated ‘50s style, the 
freeway improvements will be 
anything but old fashioned. The 
project will upgrade the freeway from 
its 1959 design by widening it to four 
lanes and a carpool lane in both 
directions — a total of 10 lanes — to 
accommodate local, commuter and 

freight traffic. The project also will 
eliminate the current fast-lane 
entrances and exits and improve 
access to both the east and west 
sides of the city. 
 

The I-215 widening project is a partnership between San Bernardino Associated Governments, the California Department of 
Transportation, the Federal Highway Administration and the City of San Bernardino. 

Mayor Morris swing dances with the  
San Bernardino High School Swing Club. 

Work Begins on 
5th Street Bridge  

Work has started on the reconstruction of the 
5th Street bridge, the first of four phases of 
the I-215 widening project. Crews have placed 
a barrier rail, cleared land near the bridge and 
are importing fill dirt to construct bridge ends, 
known as abutments.  
 

The new bridge will feature two travel lanes 
and two left-turn lanes in each direction plus a 
sidewalk on the north side of the street. Once 
the freeway is widened, drivers will connect 
directly to 5th Street; the 4th Street on-ramps 
and 6th Street off-ramps will be eliminated.  
 

During the 30-month construction schedule, 
SANBAG will work to keep traffic flowing. 
The bridge will remain open most of the time, 
but some night closures and detours will be 
necessary. The current 4th Street on-ramp will 
be closed from approximately mid-2008 to 
May 2009, and there will be about 30 instances 
of full freeway closures at night.  

Project Questions?   
For questions or to request  
a presentation about the  
widening of Interstate 215,  
call the toll-free helpline,  
1-877-215-NEWS.  
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Elected representatives and 
transportation officials mark the start 
of the I-215 widening project on  
February 2 in San Bernardino. 
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